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The Children’s School at Filadelfia 
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• From Denmark: Mette Christensen and 

Nina Langfeldt Conradsen.

• A part of Filadelfia, the only – and 

highly specialized – epilepsy hospital 

in Denmark.

• A national centre of competence and a 

regional specialschool for children with 

epilepsy or other cognitive disabilities

such as ADHD or ASD.

• 27 employees at the school.

• 725 overall at Filadelfia.

Who are we?
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3 target groups: 

• Regular pupils (47)

• Hospital teaching (800 annually)

• Patient assesments (110 annually)

Special needs education and patient/school 
assesments
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• 8 classes from 1-10th grade 

• STU: individually organised youth

education (5)

• Small classes (4-5 children) 

• 3-4 teachers/pedagogues for 2 

classes

• We teach the same curriculum as 

the Danish elementary school – and 

yet…

How are we organised?



5

• School days begin at 8.30 AM and 

ends at 14 PM.

• Visual structure

• Scaffolded assignments

• School work in timeslots of 20 min.

• Brain Breaks 

• Time Timer

• ”Quit time” after each recess

A day at The Children’s school
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• Daily check-in in the morning 

• Brain battery and stress reducing

• The balance between being social 

and being alone

A day at The Children’s school
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Our outdoor facilities

• Playground of 2400 m2
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The law of inclusion (2012): ”Children with special needs should, as far as possible, be

taught together with their peers in regular education with the necessary support and 

tools”. 

• 2014: 94,4% of all pupils were in the Danish elementary school. 

• By 2015: A goal of 96% (maximum 4 % of all children in special schools). 

• Maximum 28 pupils per class.

• SEN pupils in the need of less than 9 hours/12 lessons per week → included in their

home schools

• PPR: educational psychological counseling

• PPV: educational psychological evaluation

How does the Danish schoolsystem
cope with SEN pupils?
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Degree of inclusion
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Degree of inclusion on classes
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• Support for pupils and students who

have a physical, psychological or 

neurological disability and need

support in order to complete their

education on equal terms as their

peers.

• E.g a student with dyslexia can get

IT aids.

• 2021: Epilepsy was included on the 

list of neurological disabilities.

• Everyone knows what ADHD and 

autism is! Not as many know what

epilepsy is. 

SPS – special educational support
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• Everyone should learn the same 

thing at the same time in the same 

way… 

• Is this the right way to go? 

• How many children fall through the 

net? 

• Children who don’t disrupt the 

peace and order of the school goes

under the radar - e.g children with 

externalizing behaviour problems 

often ”get the attention”.  

The future for SEN pupils? 
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